Application of capillary electrophoresis in clinical chemistry--developments from preliminary trials to routine analysis.
Since instruments performing capillary electrophoresis (CE) became commercially available in the late 1980s, information on this relatively new analytical technique has been increasing almost exponentially. At the beginning of the last decade, fundamental discoveries in the field were made mainly in the laboratories of analytical chemists; but now, this separation science is giving increasing impact to the laboratories of clinical chemists. This paper briefly reviews the history, instrumentation, different modes and theory of CE, and the prominent fields of its applications in clinical chemistry.